
Composer Interviews 

and Highlights  

  

Music Alive newsletter issue -  
Jay Lifton, composer shares 
about his training as a com-
poser and how he works with 
clients to create music for 
commercials. 

Star Wars - Recording Sessions - 
4 minutes, 42 seconds; Inter-
view: John Williams on scoring 
Star Wars - 2 minutes;  
Bureau of Labor Statistics - Com-
posers 

 

This site highlights the collabo-
rative work of poet Maya An-
gelou and Wynton Marsalis. 
Angelou and Marsalis Collabo-
rate - 9 minute video 

This site shows how to create an 
Old Time Radio Show. Interac-
tive site and 9 minute sound clip-  
D.I.Y. Old - Time Radio  

Examples of Musical Composition Work 

For more career interviews, click on 

 C on tac t  I n f o r ma t ion  

Julie A. Palkowski, Ph.D. 
Fine Arts and Creativity Education 
Consultant 

Email Address -  
julie.palkowski@dpi.wi.gov 

Office Phone Number     
   608-261-7494 
Office Address - 

125 South Webster St.  
P.O. Box 7841 
Madison, WI 53707-7841 

Website - 
http://dpi.wi.gov/fine-arts  

Visit the interviews for the music professionals highlighted below. Consider what skills 
and knowledge they use in their jobs each day.  

Music Alive newsletter issue -
Katrina Willis describes her 
musical training and her work 
creating hit songs for artists 
such as Aretha Franklin and 
Luther Vandross. 

http://www.musicalive.com/adminImage/020_MA_Oct2011.pdf
http://safeshare.tv/w/aADAcWwhbM
http://safeshare.tv/w/UpRWlgAnPP
http://safeshare.tv/w/UpRWlgAnPP
http://safeshare.tv/w/UpRWlgAnPP
http://www.bls.gov/ooh/entertainment-and-sports/music-directors-and-composers.htm
http://www.bls.gov/ooh/entertainment-and-sports/music-directors-and-composers.htm
http://video.pbs.org/video/1897229172/
http://video.pbs.org/video/1897229172/
http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/multimedia/series/AudioStories/telling-stories-with-sound.aspx
mailto:julie.palkowski@dpi.wi.gov
http://www.musicalive.com/inside/coolcareers.php
http://www.musicalive.com/adminImage/MA2005-2_1526-14MAS0205.pdf


W i s c o n s i n  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  F i n e  A r t s  &  C r e a t i v i t y  E d u c a t i o n  

SCAMPER is a strategy which may offer you some fun in composing. It originated from 

Alex Osborn, but was organized by Bob Eberle into the acronym, SCAMPER.  Each letter high-
lights a different way of altering an item, whether it is an object, sentence, or music element. 
Try this on your own. Start with an idea, then change this idea with each SCAMPER piece.   
 

 

 

 

Creative Composition 

Strategies  

Substitute 
Combine 

Put To Use 

Rearrange 

Adapt 

Eliminate Modify 

Try these strategies in your work as a composer.  
Reflect on your music before you write. 
Stick to a general theme.  
Use vertical and horizontal song writing strategies.  
Imagine your musical idea as a painting, favorite food dish, movie, or action.  

Sources:  
Broker, R. Creativity in Musical Composition. Retrieved on 8-19-15 from http://digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?
article=1062&context=creativeprojects. 
Hickey, M. (2012). Music Outside the Lines: Ideas for Composing in K-12 Music Classrooms, University Press, Oxford. 


